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means of a confidential register, and to prevent the unnecessary
digging-up of the highways. It will be interesting to see whether
these changes avail to remedy the 'headlessness* from which the
larger English county boroughs often suffer.
Important as is the improvement of machinery, most people will
think that the quality of those who fill the offices is even more
important.
The electoral returns are interesting, both as showing the place
played by party organizations in city elections, and as giving a pic-
ture of the social composition of the council. \£re examined the
election results for every third year since 1901;' out of the 168
persons elected to the council in those years, there were:
64 retail traders
ii builders
8 manufacturers and merchants
8 licensed victuallers
7 lawyers
1	minister of religion
18 other professional men
26 retired from their business or profession
2	farmers
 4	clerks
 5	artisans
11 women (occupation unspecified)
The retail tradesmen formed 3 8 per cent, those retired from business
formed 26 per cent, of the total. One hundred and thirty-nine, or
83 per cent.,, were officially adopted by a party organization; the
remainder stood as Independents, It is not possible to show the
university representation by this method, but since the 1932 re-
organization, 15 per cent, of the whole council are always university
members, most of them teachers or administrators. Briefly, we may
say that trade, especially retail trade, predominates on the city coun-
cil, with a strong minority of professional men, including the univer-
sity representatives* Women seem to be in greater demand than in
the county. The great inroads which are made on the time of coun-
cillors put a premium on men who have retired from business
or professional life* There is a conspicuous absence of manual
workers and of the representatives of big business, despite the
fact that there are now several large industrial concerns in Oxford.
The explanation of the absence of the big industrialists may probably
be found in the derating provisions of the Local Government Act
1 Data kindly furnished by the Town Clerk's Department

